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Languages mentioned in Crash Course Linguistics
The table below outlines the languages that feature in Crash Course Linguistics (Nielsen 2020). For each
episode we list both illustrative examples and other languages mentioned. Crash Course Linguistics was
written by Gretchen McCulloch and Lauren Gawne with consulting from Jessi Grieser.

Episode Languages

00 - Preview

On screen: Japanese, Auslan, Welsh, Swahili, Proto-Indo-European, Tzeltal,
Basque, Xhosa, Arabic, English, Nicaraguan Sign Language, Tok Pisin,
Inuktitut, Nahuatl

01 - Introduction Examples in: Spanish, Indonesian, ASL, Auslan, Swahili, English

02 - Morphology

Examples in: English, Mandarin, Murrinhpatha, ASL, German, Malay, Old
English, French, Arabic
Mentioned: Hebrew

03 - Morphosyntax

Examples in: English, Hindi, Irish, Latin, ASL
Mentioned: Nahuatl, Portuguese, Malagasy, Czech, Tibetan, Korean, Hawaiian,
Māori, Chatino, Turkish, Modern Greek, Yupik, South African Sign Language

04 - Syntax Examples in: English, Japanese

05 - Semantics Examples in: English, Polish, Portuguese, Norwegian

06 - Pragmatics
Examples in: English, Malay, Mandarin, French, BSL,
Mentioned: Tzeltal, Japanese, Lao, Danish

07 - Sociolinguistics

Examples in: English (Appalachian English, African American English,
Standardized American English)
Mentioned: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish, BSL, Auslan, NZSL,
South African Sign Language, Spanish, ASL, French Sign Language, Irish Sign
Language

08 - Phonetics,
Consonants

Examples in: ALS, English, Scottish, Spanish, Welsh
Mentioned: Arabic, Basque, Navajo, Zulu, Xhosa
Language families mentioned: Khoesan

09 - Phonetics, Vowels

Examples in: French, English (General, Californian, Australian), Spanish,
Italian, Mandarin
Mentioned: German, Turkish, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Tamil, Arabic, Arabic,
Japanese, Finnish
Language families mentioned: Germanic languages, Niger-Congo,
Nilo-Saharan, Afro-Asiatic, Kam–Sui

10 - Phonology

Examples in: English, Hindi, Spanish, Nepali, Taiwainese Sign Language,
Auslan, Old English, ASL
Mentioned: BSL, ASL

11 - Psycholinguistics Mentioned: English, Mandarin
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12 - Language
acquisition

Examples in: English, Italian
Mentioned: Malay, Russian, Spanish, Japanese

13 - Historical linguistics
& language change

Examples in: Old English, Middle English, Modern English, Iberian Spanish,
South American Spanish, Dutch, Icelandic, German, Proto-Germanic, Latin,
Sanskrit,
Mentioned: Nicaraguan Sign Language, Hatian Creole, Kriol, Tok Pisin, French,
Tibetan, English, Hindi, Nepali, Proto-Indo-European, Proto-Semitic, Arabic,
Amharic, Hebrew, Proto-Algonquian, Cree, Ojibwe, Massachusett,
Proto-Austronesian, Javanese, Tagalog, Malagasy, Proto-Pama-Nyungan,
Pama-Nyungan, Yolŋu, Kaurna, Dharug, Proto-Bantu, Swahili, Zulu, Shona,
Basque, Ainu, Korean
Language families mentioned: Khoesan, Bantu, Oceanic

14 - Languages around
the world

Mentioned: Spanish, Latin, French, Italian, Greenlandic, Inuktitut, Tibetan,
Nicaraguan Sign Language, French Sign Language, Kata Kolok, Central
Taurus Sign Language, Al-Sayyid Bedouin Sign Language, Adamorobe Sign
Language, ASL, Old French Sign Language, Martha's Vineyard Sign
Language, Hindi, Urdu, English (US, British), Sanskrit, Arabic, Chinese,
Turung, Karbi and Runglo, Hebrew, Wampanoag, Maori, Hawaiian

15 - Computational
linguistics

Examples in: English, Turkish,
Mentioned: ASL, Greek

16 - Writing system

Examples in: English, Middle English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese,
Inuktitut, Cherokee, Korean
Mentioned: English, Finnish, Vietnamese, Swahili, Bulgarian, Russian, Greek,
Latin, Arabic, Hebrew, Sumerian, Egyptian, Phoenician, Olmec, Zapotec,
Aztec, Mayan, Turkish

Table 1 Languages discussed or mentioned in Crash Course Linguistics by episode.
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