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Melbourne and 
Metropolitan 

Tramways Board 
[Public domain]

Wikipedia as a city

6M articles (English)

But 50M other pages

Discussion

Policy & Guidelines

Organisation & process

Essays

Advice



Rory Hyde [CC BY-SA]

Unusual articles

List of inventors killed by their own inventions

List of animals with fraudulent diplomas

List of people who have lived at airports

List of sexually active popes

List of lists of listsof lists



The one joke

ben britten [CC BY]



Bureaucracy
Policies and guidelines

Manual of style

Anarchy
Fully volunteer

Extremely flexible system

No centralised task delegation

Democracy
Elected committees

Content by consensus

Parliament of
Victoria
[CC BY-SA]

How’s it run?



How’s it built?

ben britten [CC BY]

Fabian Flock et al. 
f-squared.org/whovisual/

[MIT license]



How’s it built?

ben britten [CC BY]



What’s currently going on

1 new edit every 0.5 seconds

S. LaPorte
M. Hashemi
listen.hatnote.com
[custom license]



11כורזין [CC BY SA]

1 new image every 3 seconds

Åsa Berndtsson [CC BY SA]

Parcly Taxel [public domain]

HQA02330 [CC BY SA]

Père Igor [CC BY SA]

3Pappa3 [CC BY SA]

What’s currently going on

Andrea Lai [CC BY]



Alastair Bennett [CC BY-NC]

Articles for Creation (New drafts)
New page patrol (Recently approved drafts)
>2000 new articles per day,

… of which 70-80% are deleted

Articles for Deletion
Speedy deletion (1 day)
Proposed deletion (1-4 weeks)

50 per day

Creation

Deletion

Anti-vandalism



Creation

Deletion notabilia.net
M. Stefaner

D. Taraborelli
G.L. Ciampaglia

[CC BY-SA]

http://notabilia.net/


Anti-vandalism

Alastair Bennett [CC BY-NC]

Creation

Deletion

Bots
(<1 minute)

Machine-learning:
Bayesian neural network
Turnitin: Copyright violation

Human
(<1 hour)

Watching new edits stream
Apprx. 10-20 at any time
e.g. sentences lacking citations

Human 
(hours - days)

Quality rating
Fact-checking for 
more subtle errors



Rob Deutscher [CC BY-SA]

Fighting fake news

Checking,
Checking,

rechecking

Reliable
sourcesWikiProjects



Quality control

ben britten CC BY

Internal review by
1 other editor
Top 0.06% of articles

Internal review by
1-5 additional editors

Internal review by
5-15 other editors
Top 0.01% of articles



Wikipedia-integration

Highly accessed
Broad readership
Editable and updatable

Preprint
server

Citable
Stable
Indexed
Version of record

Publication

Bridging the Academia-Wikipedia divide WIKIJOURNAL

Public
peer review

WikiJournal



Bridging the Academia-Wikipedia divide

Wikipedia-integration

Highly accessed
Broad readership
Editable and updatable

Public
peer review

PublicationPreprint server

Wikipedia as preprint

Citable
Stable
Indexed
Version of record

WIKIJOURNALWikiJournal



A brief  history of  terrible ideas

Bernard Spragg [Public domain]

Hey, maybe we should
put adverts in Wikipedia!

Jimmy Wales 2002 [paraphrased]

We hate this idea so much 
we’re leaving and founding 
Enciclopedia Libre

Bascially the whole of Spanish
Wikipedia 2002 [paraphrased]

Most of Spanish Wikipedia
2004-2006 [paraphrased]

Now we’ve made our point we’ll 
come back, but sit in the corner 
and think about what you did



Everyone has a mascot.
We should have a mascot.

Some Wikipedians 2003 [paraphrased]

Some more Wikipedians 2004 [paraphrased]

Yes and this is what we have voted for

Stevertigo [CC BY-SA] Bernard Spragg [Public domain]

A brief  history of  terrible ideas



Kasuga [CC BY-SA]

Some more Wikipedians 2004 [paraphrased]

Yes and this is what we have voted for

Stevertigo [CC BY-SA]

A brief  history of  terrible ideas
Pfft, if you’re going 
for both cute and 
disquieting…

Other
Wikipedians 2005 
[paraphrased]

Bernard Spragg [Public domain]



Bernard Spragg [Public domain]

Kasuga [CC BY-SA]

Some more Wikipedians 2004 [paraphrased]

Yes and this is what we have voted for

Stevertigo [CC BY-SA]

A brief  history of  terrible ideas
Pfft, if you’re going 
for both cute and 
disquieting…

Other
Wikipedians 2005 
[paraphrased]

Dear god what are 
we doing, lets never 
speak of this again

Yet moar
Wikipedians growing 
sentiment over the next 
six years [paraphrased]



Rob Deutscher
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Good places for newcomers



Find me on Wikipedia
Search “User:tshafee”

This presentation

Thomas Shafee [CC BY 4.0]


